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To report on past events, such as a crime or accident, 
you often need to explain what else was happening at 
the time. Use the past continuous to do this.

New language  Past continuous 

 Vocabulary  Verb / noun collocations

New skill  Talking about events at given times

KEY LANGUAGE THE PAST CONTINUOUS

FURTHER EXAMPLES THE PAST CONTINUOUS

HOW TO FORM THE PAST CONTINUOUS

English uses the past continuous to talk about actions that 
were in progress at a certain time in the past.

Use “was” or “were” followed by the verb with “-ing” to form the past continuous.

What was happening when?

Use “was” or “were” 
depending on the subject.

Add “-ing” to the main verb.

VERB + “-ING” REST OF SENTENCE“WAS / WERE”SUBJECT

Past simple

Past continuous
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FILL IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING THE VERBS IN THE PAST CONTINUOUS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO, THEN NUMBER THE PICTURES IN THE ORDER  
THEY ARE DESCRIBED

A police officer is interviewing the owner of a house where a burglary has taken place.
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READ THE NOTES AND FILL IN THE GAPS IN THE SUMMARY USING 
THE PAST CONTINUOUS

SAY THE SENTENCES OUT LOUD, FILLING IN THE GAPS BY PUTTING 
THE VERBS IN THE PAST CONTINUOUS
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READ THE LEAFLET AND WRITE THE HIGHLIGHTED COLLOCATIONS  
NEXT TO THEIR DEFINITIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE PHRASES IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 Past continuous   Verb / noun collocations   Talking about events at given times  
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